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SERMON. 


JOHN  18:  11. 
The  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  3ie,  shall  I  sot  deink  it? 

The  cup  of  which  Christ  here  speaks,  is  the  sufferings 
to  which  God  the  Father  called  him,  in  the  sacrifice 
which  he  was  about  to  make  for  a  dying  world.  Judas 
had  betrayed  him  to  his  enemies.  A  band  of  men  and 
officers  from  the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees,  with  torches 
and  lanterns,  were  now  searching  for  him.  And  when 
Simon  Peter  saw  their  determination  to  lay  hands  upon 
his  master,  he  drew  his  sword  and  cut  off  the  right  ear 
of  the  high-priest's  servant.  "Then  said  Jesus  unto 
Peter,  Put  up  thy  sword  into  the  sheath :  the  cup  which 
my  Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it  ?  " 

Christ  knew  perfectly  well  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  take  him,  and  to  put  him  to  death  by  crucifixion. 
He  knew,  also,  that  it  was  determined  in  the  councils 
of  Heaven,  that  he  should  in  this  way  die  by  the  hand 


of  his  own  nation,  as  an  atoning  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
the  world.  Knowing,  therefore,  all  that  was  to  come 
upon  him,  and  seeing,  in  what  was  about  to  take  place, 
a  fulfilment  of  the  predictions  of  the  prophets  respect- 
ing him,  and  remembering  the  covenant  which  he  had 
made  with  the  Father,  to  offer  his  life  a  sin-offering  for 
the  people,  he  made,  himself,  no  resistance  to  their  mur- 
derous intention,  and  suffered  not  his  friends  to  expose 
their  lives  in  his  defence.  He  knew  it  was  the  will  of 
his  Father,  that  he  should  at  this  time,  and  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, die,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  and  he  at  once 
gave  himself  up,  saying,  "The  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?" 

What  a  remarkable  instance  of  submission  to  the  will 
of  God  have  we  now  before  us !  The  human  nature  of 
Christ  had  shrunk  from  a  view  of  these  sufferings.  A 
little  previous  to  this  scene,  when  in  the  garden  with 
his  disciples,  he  w^as  in  an  agony  on  this  subject,  and  he 
prayed  w^ith  great  earnestness,  that,  if  possible,  this  cup 
might  pass  from  liim.  But  now,  with  great  calmness 
and  submission,  he  voluntarily  puts  it  to  his  lips. 

Submission  to  the  ivill  of  God,  is  the  subject  to  which 
this  example  of  Christ  invites  our  attention. 

Let  us,  in  the  first  place,  satisfy  ourselves  what  this 
duty  is,  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  and  which  is  so  gen- 
erally considered  of  primary  importance  in  religion. 

Submission  to  the  will  of  God,  evidently  implies  a 
regard  to  Mm  in  the  event  to  which  we  submit.  Christ 
had  respect  to  his  Father  in  the  sufferings  to  which  he 


submitted.  Though  these  were  inflicted  by  the  wicked 
hands  of  the  Jews,  and  had  there  been  no  other  agency 
concerned  in  the  case  but  theirs,  he  would  not,  and 
ought  not,  have  submitted  to  them ;  yet,  beyond  these 
instrumentahties,  he  saw  distinctly  the  design  and  hand 
of  his  Father  —  an  agency  at  work  for  the  salvation  of 
a  ruined  race.  It  was  to  God  he  submitted,  while  he 
endured  the  sufferings  which  implacable  enemies  in- 
flicted upon  him. 

Submission  is  not  a  mere  calmness,  composure,  free- 
dom from  anxiety  and  distress,  in  view  of  passing 
events.  All  these  may  be  the  result  of  ignorance,  stu- 
pidity, or  want  of  reflection.  The  mere  willingness  that 
an  event  shall  take  place,  is  not  necessarily  a  submis- 
sion to  God  in  it.  In  every  act  of  true  submission,  God 
is  seen  and  regarded  in  the  event  submitted  to ;  and  it 
is  to  his  pleasure  respecting  it,  that  the  soul  yields  its 
consent 

There  can  be  no  true  submission  to  God,  where  there 
is  no  love  to  him.  The  event,  to  which  a  person  is 
called  to  submit,  must  be  to  him  a  real,  or  supposed 
£Vil — something  which,  in  itself,  is  contrary  to  his  de- 
sire or  approval,  and  which  has,  of  course,  the  appear- 
ance of  being  inconsistent  with  his  personal  interest  or 
pleasure.  The  sufferings  of  Christ  were,  in  themselves, 
as  repulsive  to  his  feelings,  as  the  same  suffering  would 
now  be  to  any  other  man.  And  there  was  nothing  in 
the  character  of  his  betrayers  and  murderers,  or  the 
means  by  which  they  accomplished  their  fiendish  pur- 
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pose,  suited  to  meet  the  approval  of  any  good  man. 
It  was  the  Father's  will  in  the  event,  which  Christ 
approved,  and  it  was  the  fulfilment  of  this,  —  the  secu- 
rity of  the  results  which  God's  wisdom  and  goodness 
contrived  and  designed,  that  made  him  willing  to  en- 
dure the  hidings  of  his  Father's  face,  and  the  pains  of 
crucifixion. 

People  are  never  said  to  submit  to  what  is  in  itself 
agreeable  to  them,  and  w^hat  they  desire  should  take 
place.  It  is  always  to  what  is  in  itself  disagreeable,  or 
to  be  avoided  if  possible,  that  men  are  said  to  submit. 
A  man  may  submit  to  sickness,  when  he  finds  that  it  is 
the  will  of  God  to  bring  this  evil  upon  him,  not  because 
this  appears  to  him  no  evil,  or  because  he  desires  any 
such  suffering,  but  because  he  sees  the  hand  of  God  in 
it,  and  because  in  suffering  it,  his  will  or  pleasure  may 
be  done.  Now  what  is  that  in  man,  which  disposes  him 
to  give  up  his  own  pleasure  —  his  own  apparent  good, 
and  patiently  endure  what  seems  to  be  in  itself  a  great 
evil,  for  the  sake  of  fulfilling  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
God?  The  answer  is  a  plain  one.  Supreme  love  to 
him  will  do  it,  and  nothing  else  conceivable  can. 

Here  let  us  contemplate  a  few  other  circumstances,  in 
which  submission  to  God  is  an  obvious  duty,  and  see  if 
supreme  love  to  him  is  not  that,  without  which  it  can 
never  take  place. 

Mankind  are  visited  with  numerous  trials  in  this  life, 
to  which  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  they  ought  to  sub- 
mit.    They  are  often  overtaken  by  calamities,  which  all 


men  dread,  and  with  which  human  life  is  greatly  em- 
bittered. They  are  not  unfrequently  disappointed  in 
some  of  their  strongest  hopes  and  expectations.  Pov- 
verty  is  sometimes  the  lot  of  those  who  had  in  anticipa- 
tion a  full  competency  of  wealth,  and  even  great  riches. 
Reproach  and  contempt  are  often  met  by  those  who  are 
ardently  looking  for  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  the 
world.  Not  a  few  are  called  to  spend  in  pain,  anxiety, 
and  distress,  those  very  days  and  nights  which  they 
hoped  to  pass  in  the  midst  of  pleasures  that  they  had 
never  yet  realized.  Many  fail  to  make  the  attainments 
in  knowledge  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
think  essential  to  their  usefulness  and  happiness  in  the 
world.  Not  a  few  are  called,  at  an  early  period,  to 
separate  from  those  whom  they  have  chosen  as  their 
companions  in  life,  and  whose  unexpected  departure  has 
made  the  world  to  them  a  wilderness.  Multitudes  see 
the  waves  of  trouble  and  sorrow  arising  among  those  in 
whose  happiness  they  are  the  most  interested,  and  find 
themselves  obliged  to  weep  with  them,  with  whom  it 
has  been  their  highest  pleasure  to  rejoice.  Now  what  is 
submission  to  God  in  these  circumstances,  and  what  is 
it  in  the  soul,  that  prepares  it  cheerfully  to  acquiesce  in 
all  these  movements  of  his  providence  ?  To  be  calm, 
unmoved,  composed,  under  calamities  like  these,  with- 
out noticing  the  hand  of  God  in  them,  is  clearly  not 
submission  to  him.  In  trials  like  these,  there  can  be  no 
submission  to  God,  unless  they  be  considered  as  the 
effects   of  his    design    and   his   agency.     Nor   will  the 
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soul  yield  its  full  and  cheerful  consent  to  what  Is  seen 
to  be  God's  doings  in  the  case,  unless  it  is  under  the 
influence  of  that  love  to  him,  which  disposes  it  willingly 
to  give  np  what  appears  to  be  valuable  and  desirable  to 
self,  for  the  sake  of  his  pleasure  and  glory. 

It  is  the  will  of  God  that  all  men  shall  die.  The  time 
and  manner  and  circumstances  of  their  leaving  the 
world,  are  all  the  subjects  of  his  unalterable  decree. 
Job  says  of  man,  "  His  days  are  determined,  the  number 
of  his  months  are  with  thee,  thou  hast  appointed  his 
bounds  that  he  cannot  pass."  To  submit  to  God  in 
death,  is  not  only  to  be  willing  to  die,  but  to  be  willing 
to  die  in  accordance  with  God's  appointment,  to  be 
willing  to  die  at  the  time,  in  the  manner,  and  under  the 
circumstances  which  God  has  connected  with  our  de- 
parture, and  in  which  he  is  pleased  to  take  us  from  the 
world.  Men  may  be  willing  to  die,  because  they  are 
tired  of  life,  but  this  is  not  submitting  to  God  in  it. 
They  may  meet  death  with  great  calmness  and  forti- 
tude, hecaiise  they  see  neither  God's  design  nor  his  hand 
in  the  event,  when,  if  they  did  know,  and  consider  the 
agency  which  he  exerts  in  their  removal,  and  the  mo- 
tives with  which  he  is  actuated  in  it,  they  would  be  far 
from  a  willingness  to  die.  To  give  up  life  because  we 
are  tired  of  it,  or  because  we  are  regardless  of  its  value, 
or  because  we  have  no  thought  or  reflection  upon  the 
consequences  of  death.  Is  an  entirely  different  thing 
from  resigning  life  to  Him  who  gave  it,  on  the  ground, 
that  It  is  his  will  that  we  should  live  no  longer.     This 
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kind  of  submission  to  God,  is  the  fruit  of  supreme  love 
to  him,  and  can  arise  from  no  other  cause. 

The  preceptive,  as  well  as  providential  will  of  God,  is 
an  object  of  submission.  Many  of  the  commands  of 
God,  although  perfectly  right,  require  the  performance 
of  duties  crossing  to  the  flesh.  Obedience  to  these,  the 
exertions,  sacrifices,  and  self-denial,  which  they  imply,  is 
often  a  great  trial  to  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart. 
Those  who  love  God  more  than  themselves,  and  who 
desire  to  honor  him,  rather  than  secure  their  own  pleas- 
ure, will  exercise  this  kind  of  submission.  It  will  be 
the  sincere  purpose  of  their  hearts  to  obey  him  in  all 
things. 

The  penalty,  as  well  as  the  precepts  of  the  divine  law, 
is  a  proper  object  of  submission.  This  expresses  the 
will  and  purpose  of  God  in  regard  to  those  who  continue 
in  sin;  "The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die;"  "The 
wages  of  sin  is  death ; "  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  con- 
tinueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law, 
to  do  them,"  are  his  own  declarations.  To  submit  to 
God  in  regard  to  the  penalty  of  his  law,  is  to  be  willing 
that  it  should  actually  be  executed  whenever  the  honor 
of  his  law,  the  maintenance  of  his  government,  or  the 
display  of  his  glory,  imperatively  require  it. 

The  inflictions  of  the  punishments  which  the  law  of 
God  threatens,  either  in  part  as  is  often  done  by  the 
judgments  which  are  brought  upon  transgressors  in  this 
life,  or  in  that  eternal  retribution  which  the  finally  ira- 
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penitent  will  suffer  in  the  world  to  come,  is  terrible 
beyond    the   power   of  mere   human   language    to  de- 
scribe.     But  no  one  can  submit  to  God  without  sub- 
mitting to  this,  so  far  as  he  knows  it  to  be  the  will  of 
God.     Noah  submitted  to  God,  in  the  dreadful  calamity 
with  which  he  overwhelmed  the  old  w^orld.     Lot  sub- 
mitted  to  God,  in  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah.    Moses  submitted  to  God,  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  Egyptians  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  to  the  untimely  death 
of  a  great  multitude  of  his  own  nation  who  rebelled 
against  God  in  the  wilderness.     All  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven  submit  to  God,  in  the  execution  of  his  justice 
upon  the  incorrigibly  wicked,  both  in   this  world  and 
the  next.     They  that  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the 
Lamb  are  represented   as   saying,  in  reference   to   his 
judgments  upon  the  wicked,  "  Great  and  marvellous  are 
thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are  thy 
ways,  thou  King  of  Saints."     The  entire  submission  felt 
and  manifested  by  all  the  friends  of  God  at  the  final 
overthrow  and  punishment  of  Antichrist,  is  thus  indi- 
cated by  the  words  of  the  apostle :  "  And  after  these 
things,  I  heard  a  great  voice  of  much  people  in  heaven 
saying,  Alleluia;    salvation,  and  glory,  and  honor,  and 
power  unto  the  Lord  our  God ;  for  true  and  righteous 
are  his  judgments ;  for  he  hath  judged  the  great  whore, 
which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with  her  fornication,  and 
hath  avenged  the  blood  of  her  servants  at  her  hand. 
And  again  they  said.  Alleluia,  and  her  smoke  rose  up 
forever  and  ever." 
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This  passage  certainly  makes  a  false  impression, 
unless  holy  beings  in  heaven  do  all  cordially  submit  to 
God,  even  in  the  execution  of  his  wrath  upon  the  incor- 
rigibly wicked. 

But  must  a  man,  who  truly  submits  to  the  will  of  God, 
be  himself  willing  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  divine 
law  ?  To  this  I  reply,  Since  God  offers  salvation  to  all, 
upon  condition  of  their  reception  of  Christ,  no  one  who 
is  conscious  of  fulfilling  this  condition,  needs  fear  the 
suffering  of  this  penalty.  As  all  true  believers  are 
redeemed  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  by  him  who  was 
made  a  curse  for  them,  they  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  it  is  the  will  of  God  they  should  suffer  it,  and  of 
course  they  have  no  call  actually  to  submit  to  this  evil. 
But  it  is  here  to  be  considered,  that  true  submission  to 
God's  will,  always  implies  love  to  his  whole  character, 
so  far  as  this  is  understood,  and  can  never  exist  without 
it.  This  love  embraces  not  only  his  goodness  and  his 
grace,  but  his  justice  also.  And  the  man  who  loves  the 
justice  as  truly  as  the  mercy  of  God,  must  of  course  feel 
a  willino-ness  that  he  should  exercise  the  one  or  the 
other,  as  his  own  glory  and  the  good  of  the  universe 
requires.  Besides,  until  he  submits  to  God,  no  sinner 
knows,  or  can  know,  that  God  can  consistently  with  his 
own  glory,  with  the  maintenance  of  his  righteous  gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  highest  good  of  the  universe, 
save  him  from  the  just  punishment  of  his  sins.  When 
he  has  submitted  himself  to  God,  he  may  know  that 
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God  intends  to  save  him.  But  in  no  case  can  this  be 
known  before.  Whenever,  therefore,  a  sinner  does 
truly  submit  to  God,  it  is  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
himself  into  his  hands  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the 
good  pleasure  of  his  will. 

II.  The  reasonableness  and  importance  of  submission 
to  God,  next  demands  our  attention.  That  this  is  a 
duty,  the  example  of  Christ,  the  commands  of  God,  and 
the  practice  of  the  saints,  especially  the  most  eminently 
pious  of  all  ages,  must  place  beyond  a  serious  doubt. 
If  Christ  was  willing  to  endure  the  unparalleled  sufferings 
implied  by  the  cup  which  the  Father  gave  him  to  drink, 
shall  Christians,  under  any  circumstances,  hesitate  to  say, 
"not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done?"  What  command  of 
God  is  more  plain  and  explicit  than  the  words  of  James 
to  the  "  twelve  tribes  scattered  abroad,"  "  Submit  your- 
selves therefore  unto  God."  And  when  Paul  says  to 
the  Hebrews,  "  We  have  had  fathers  of  our  flesh  which 
corrected  us,  and  we  gave  them  reverence :  shall  we  not 
much  rather  be  in  subjection  unto  the  Father  of  spirits 
and  live  ?  "  do  we  not  see  and  feel  an  obligation  resting 
upon  us,  to  regard  the  intimations  of  his  will  in  all 
things  ? 

Those  whom  the  Scriptures  present  to  us  as  eminent 
examples  of  piety,  are  known  to  have  submitted  uncon- 
ditionally to  the  will  of  God.  When  Samuel  told  Eli 
that  he  would  judge  his  house  forever  for  the  iniquity 
which  he  knew,  because  his  sons  made  themselves  vile 
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and  he  restrained  them  not ;  that  he  had  sworn  that  the 
iniquity  of  Eli's  house  should  not  be  purged  with  sacri- 
fice and  offering  forever,  he  bowed  in  submission  to  the 
awful  threatening  and  said,  "  It  is  the  Lord ;  let  him  do 
what  seemeth  him  good."  When  David  fled  out  of  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  time  of  Absalom's  rebellion, 
and  the  priests  endeavored  to  accompany  him  with 
the  ark  of  God,  he  calmly  considered  the  intimation  of 
Divine  Providence  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed,  and  submitted  himself  at  once  and  entirely  to 
the  disposal  of  his  Maker.  "  Carry  back  the  ark  of  God 
into  the  city ; "  said  he  to  Zadok  the  priest :  "  If  I  shall 
find  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me 
again  and  show  me  both  it,  and  his  habitation.  But  if 
he  thus  say,  I  have  no  delight  in  thee ;  behold,  here  am 
I,  let  him  do  to  me  as  seemeth  good  unto  him."  When 
Job  was  told  that  his  property  was  destroyed,  and  his 
children  slain,  "  he  rent  his  mantle,  and  shaved  his  head, 
and  fell  down  upon  the  ground  and  worshipped,  and 
said.  Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and 
naked  shall  I  return  thither;  the  Lord  gave,  and  the 
Lord  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord." 

I  might  add,  as  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  submission 
to  God  is  a  duty,  not  only  a  great  many  more  com- 
mands requiring  the  exercise  of  this  grace,  and  other 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  exemplified  by  the  con- 
duct of  good  men,  but  numerous  passages  of  Scripture 
in  which  the  want  of  this  is  denounced  as  a  great  sin, 

2 


14 


and  threatened  with  the  judgments  of  heaven.  But  I 
will  only  add  a  few  facts  illustrative  of  its  reasonable- 
ness and  propriety.  And  here  let  it  be  considered  by 
every  one, 

That  God  always  does  what  is  'perfectly  rigJd.  In 
all  that  he  does,  he  is  guided  by  infinite  wisdom 
and  benevolence.  His  heart  is  always  set  upon  the 
attainment  of  the  greatest  good.  And  he  knows 
perfectly  what  are  the  best  means  of  attaining  the 
important  end  which  he  has  in  view.  He  brings  no 
evil  upon  any  of  his  creatures,  which  he  does  not  per- 
ceive to  be  in  some  way  or  other  necessarily  connected 
with  the  highest  good  of  the  universe.  Should  God 
exempt  any  of  them  from  the  evils  which  he  actually 
brings  upon  them,  this  exemption  would  doubtless  be 
a  much  greater  evil  to  some  other  portion  of  the  uni- 
verse. In  all  cases,  he  does  as  much  for  the  happiness 
of  every  individual,  as  can  be  done  at  the  time,  con- 
sistently with  the  highest  good  of  the  whole.  Viewing 
the  evil  Avhich  God  brings  upon  his  creatures,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  circumstances,  as  essential  to  the  good 
of  the  universe,  is  it  not  perfectly  reasonable,  that  they 
should  submit  cheerfully  to  all  their  trials  ? 

But  submission  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  things  is  not 
only  a  reasonable,  but  a  very  important  duty.  To  refuse 
to  submit  to  God  is  relelUon  in  his  creatures.  The  child 
is  understood  to  rebel  against  his  parent,  the  scholar 
against  his  teacher,  the  citizen  against  the  government, 
when  they  refuse   to   yield   that   submission  which   is 
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rightfully  required.  The  authority  of  God  over  his 
creatures  is  absolute.  His  right  to  do  his  pleasure  is 
indisputable.  When  they  refuse  to  submit  to  him,  they 
resist  the  highest  authority  —  they  violate  the  most 
imperative  and  solemn  obligation. 

Unconditional  submission  to  the  will  of  God,  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  happiness  of  man.  He  must  necessarily 
be  unhappy,  whose  feelings  are  opposed  to  his  own 
reason,  to  his  own  conscience,  and  to  his  own  sense  of 
propriety,  as  every  intelligent  and  considerate  person's 
must  be,  who  refuses  to  submit  to  God.  There  is  great 
unhappiness  in  opposing  the  rights  of  a  fellow-creature. 
No  person  of  serious  reflection  can  trample  upon  the 
rights  of  men,  without  perceiving  the  injustice,  the  gross 
impropriety  and  wickedness  of  his  conduct,  and  conse- 
quently, without  being  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  un- 
happy. What  then  must  be  the  condition  of  those,  who 
refuse  to  submit  to  God  in  the  events  that  take  place 
under  his  government,  when  their  own  reason  and  con- 
science, as  well  as  his  commands,  the  example  of  Christ, 
and  the  conduct  of  all  good  men  combine  to  enforce  the 
duty  ? 

Besides,  as  God  is  seeking  the  highest  possible  good 
of  the  universe,  in  all  that  he  does,  even  in  the  severest 
trials  which  he  brings  upon  his  people,  and  in  the  most 
self-denying  duties  he  requires  them  to  perform,  those 
who  refuse  to  submit  to  him  in  these  things,  oppose  not 
only  his  authority  but  the  attainment  of  the  greatest 
possible  good.     Now  we  know,  that  we  can  make  our- 
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selves  unhappy  by  opposing  the  true  interest  of  the 
most  insignificant  of  our  race.  How  wretched  then 
must  we  be,  if  we  continue  to  act  in  opposition  to  what 
God  is  pursuing  as  the  means  of  the  greatest  good  ? 

Every  rational  creature,  whose  heart  is  right  with 
God,  desires  that  he  may  glorify  himself,  and  at  the 
same  time,  desires  himself  to  behold  this  glory.  The 
prayer  of  Moses,  "  I  beseech  thee  show  me  thy  glory," 
is  in  substance  the  prayer  of  every  good  man.  Now 
we  know  that  God  does  not  bring  upon  mankind  the 
trials  they  endure,  because  he  is  indifferent  to  their 
happiness,  much  less,  because  he  is  desirous  of  making 
them  wretched.  We  are  expressly  told,  that  "  he  doth 
not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men," 
but  for  the  all-important  purpose  of  promoting  his 
glory.  It  is  easy  to  see,  that  the  happiness  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  the  universe,  must  depend  upon  the  display 
of  his  perfections.  To  refuse,  therefore,  to  submit  to 
those  evils,  which  God  sees  it  necessary  to  bring  upon 
us  with  a  view  to  the  development  of  his  nature,  or  the 
display  of  his  glory,  is  to  oppose  the  happiness  of  God 
himself,  as  well  as  the  greatest  good  of  his  intelligent 
creatures.  But  who  can  be  happy  at  the  expense  of 
the  divine  felicity?  Who  can  expect  to  exalt  himself 
by  a  process  which,  if  successful,  would  dethrone  the 
great  Jehovah  ? 

To  oppose  God  in  any  of  his  dispensations  or  designs 
is  a  vain  thing  —  worse  than  useless.  This  is  another 
consideration  which  strikingly  shows  the  unhappiness 
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of  all  who  refase  to  submit  to  him.  Who  can  alter  a 
purpose  of  God,  by  any  opposition  which  can  be  made 
against  it?  In  what  way  can  opposition  to  any  evil 
which  God,  in  the  exercise  of  his  wisdom  and  goodness 
has  seen  fit  to  bring  upon  us,  diminish  our  sufferings,  or 
hasten  its  removal?  In  no  way  or  degree  whatever. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  refusal  to  submit  to  God  under 
the  evils  which  he  calls  us  to  suffer,  is  always  a  great 
aggravation  of  our  suffering.  The  most  effectual  relief 
which  we  can  gain  under  the  chastisement  of  any  divine 
providence,  is  submission  to  it.  It  is  equally  true,  that 
this  is  generally  the  most  important  preparation  for  its 
entire  removal,  and  the  most  hopeful  method  of  pre- 
venting its  return. 

Had  I  time  to  say  any  more  in  favor  of  the  reasona- 
bleness and  importance  of  submission  to  the  will  of  God 
under  trials,  and  were  I  disposed  to  continue  this  dis- 
cussion, already,  perhaps,  too  protracted,  I  would  say, 
that  these  very  things  which  we  so  much  dread,  from 
which  we  so  earnestly  desire  to  be  delivered,  are  often 
designed  for  our  good,  and  are  instrumental  of  pro- 
moting it.  Particular  instances,  almost  without  number, 
might  be  stated,  in  which  the  severest  afflictions  with 
which  God's  people  have  been  visited,  have  resulted  in 
their  good,  agreeably  to  the  declaration  of  the  Apostle, 
^^All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God."  Now  how  unreasonable  is  it  to  object  to  that 
course  of  divine  providence  which  God  is  pursuing  for 
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our  own  good,  and  which,  in  numerous  instances,  we 
know,  has  resulted  in  both  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  others ! 

The  bereaved  connexions  of  one  recently  deceased, 
will  perceive  something  in  this  subject  appropriate  to 
their  case.  God  has  given  them  a  bitter  cup  to  drink — 
a  cup  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  drain  to  its  very 
dregs,  notwithstanding  the  many  prayers  and  efforts 
that  were  made  for  its  removal.  An  amiable  and 
beloved  youth  has  been  called  from  time  into  eter- 
nity —  separated  from  the  world  and  all  that  is  attrac- 
tive here,  at  a  time  when,  to  human  appearance,  it  was 
most  desirable  she  should  live.  Neither  her  attachment 
to  her  companion,  nor  his  to  her,  nor  all  the  bright 
visions  of  happiness  beheld  in  an  intended  connexion 
for  life  —  neither  her  aifection  for  venerated  parents, 
dear  to  her  as  life,  for  whose  solace  and  comfort  she  was 
particularly  desirous  of  being  spared,  nor  all  the  fond- 
ness of  parental  affection  to  their  youngest  child,  on 
whom,  in  the  evening  of  life,  they  had  begun  to  lean, 
could  prevent  the  approach  of  death,  or  avert  the  direc- 
tion of  his  fatal  arrows.  By  the  decree  of  Him,  in 
whose  hands  our  life  and  our  breath  is,  and  whose  are 
all  our  ways,  her  days  are  numbered  and  finished ;  her 
work  on  earth  is  done,  and  all  the  hopes  of  happiness 
which  rested  upon  a  continuance  of  her  life,  have  passed 
away  forever.     The  sudden  extinction  of  these  hopes, 
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with  the  deep  anxiety  which  was  previously  felt  for  her 
by  sympathizing  relatives  and  friends,  and  the  efforts  to 
save  her,  baffled  as  often  as  made,  have  constituted  a 
scene  of  suffering,  which  needed  a  stout  heart  to  en- 
dure, and  a  strong  faith  to  realize  that  it  is  all  for  the 
best. 

But  God  has  mingled  great  consolation  in  this  cup  of 
affliction.  He  has  given  her  connexions  satisfactory 
reason  to  believe,  that  their  loss  is  her  gain.  While  her 
vacant  room,  and  empty  seat,  and  the  deep  silence  that 
has  taken  the  place  of  all  her  requests,  of  all  her 
prayers,  of  all  her  affectionate  entreaties  and  exhorta- 
tions, continually  remind  them  that  she  is  gone,  no 
more  to  return,  they  have  the  consolation  of  believing 
that  her  soul  is  in  heaven  with  her  Saviour.  Nor  is  this 
hope  built  upon  what  took  place  in  her  last  sickness, 
after  she  saw  she  must  die,  and  could  enjoy  the  world 
no  longer.  Sick-bed  repentance  is,  we  know,  a  slender 
basis  on  which  to  rest  a  hope  of  salvation,  there  are  in 
such  a  condition  so  many  liabilities  to  deception.  It  is 
a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  deceased  obtained 
her  hope  of  salvation  months  before  her  death,  when 
she  was  enjoying  comparatively  good  health.  As  her 
health  declined,  and  her  spirits  sunk,  darkness  over- 
shadowed her  mind,  and  she  was  occasionally  distressed 
with  doubts  and  fears,  though  as  she  frequently  told 
me,  she  never  could  wholly  abandon  the  hope  which 
she  enjoyed  in  better  health.  She  was  confident  that 
she  did  then  love  the  Saviour  more  than  any  earthly 


20 


object.  And  alternately  with  her  low  and  anxious  feel- 
ings, she  thought  she  was  still  the  subject  of  the  same 
love.  It  is  well  known  that  she  had,  before  she  was 
laid  aside  by  her  last  sickness,  made  up  her  mind  to 
profess  Christ  before  the  world,  and  her  ill-health  was 
the  cause  of  her  delay  of  this  duty.  During  the  last 
ten  days  of  her  life,  there  were  various  and  striking 
changes  in  her  feelings.  At  times  she  had  a  deep  sense 
of  her  own  guilt  and  unworthiness,  while  she  seemed  to 
lose  her  vision  of  the  loveliness  of  Christ,  and  his  will- 
ingness to  save,  and  she  would  almost  sink  under  the 
impression  that  her  sins  were  too  great  to  be  forgiven. 
Then  again,  all  her  doubts  and  fears  w^ould  vanish 
away,  and  she  would  seem  to  enjoy,  as  it  were,  a  vision 
of  heaven. 

Near  the  close  of  life,  she  became  so  joyful  and 
happy,  as  frequently  to  break  out  in  extemporaneous 
songs.  Though  she  never  was  taught  the  science  of 
music,  and  never  before  known  to  sing,  she  did,  with  a 
soft,  clear  voice,  give  utterance  to  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  that  filled  her  soul  in  the  language  of  song. 
After  expressing  her  attachment  to  her  parents  and 
other  friends  in  strong  and  affectionate  terms,  she  de- 
clared that  she  loved  the  Saviour  more  than  any  one, 
and  was  willing  to  leave  them  all,  that  she  might  go  to 
him.  She  earnestly  besought  her  friends  to  prepare  to 
follow  her.  Death  was  to  her,  as  it  is  in  itself  to  every 
one,  a  fearful,  a  dreaded  event,  a  bitter  cup,  which  she 
did  most  earnestly  desire  and  pray  might,  if  possible, 
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be  removed.  But  at  length  she  seemed  to  be  just  in 
the  state  of  feeling  which  prompted  the  submissive 
language  of  the  text,  "  The  cup  which  my  Father  hath 
given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it  ? " 

Let  the  manner  in  which  she  submitted  to  her  suffer- 
ings in  view  of  death,  and  in  meeting  this  king  of 
terrors,  be  an  example  to  her  bereaved  connexions 
under  their  present  trials.  Her  companion  and  parents, 
and  brothers  and  sisters,  are  under  as  strong  an  obliga- 
tion to  submit  truly  to  their  bereavement,  as  she  was  to 
be  willing  to  die.  Is  it  harder,  my  friends,  for  you  to 
part  with  her,  than  it  was  for  her  to  part  with  you  ? 
Was  it  more  her  duty  to  be  willing  to  close  her  eyes 
upon  the  light  of  earth,  and  lie  down  in  the  dark  and 
silent  grave,  than  it  is  yours,  when  called  of  God,  sub- 
missively to  commit  her  body  to  the  dust?  Was  it 
befitting  her,  as  a  rational  and  intelligent  creature,  for 
whom  Christ  died,  so  to  love  him,  as  to  give  up  her 
friends  at  his  call,  and  to  bid  them  all  farewell,  that  she 
might  go  and  dwell  with  him  in  heaven  ?  and  is  it  not 
your  duty,  so  to  love  the  same  glorious  Redeemer,  as 
cheerfully  to  give  her  up  to  be  a  companion  of  his  for- 
ever, and  a  partaker  of  that  glory,  with  which  he  has 
promised  to  crown  his  followers? 

It  has,  no  doubt,  seemed  hard  to  you  to  submit  to  this 
bereavement.  But  with  what  circumstances  could  it 
have  been  attended,  to  make  submission  to  it  easier? 
A  bitter  cup,  indeed,  it  was.  But  what  could  have  more 
effectually  extracted  the  bitter,  and  rendered  its  con- 
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tents  less  offensive  and  more  palatable,  than  the  tender- 
ness and  the  grace  with  which  it  was  presented,  and  the 
hope,  the  peace  and  joy,  which  attended  its  reception  ? 
You  have,  my  friends,  in  this  case  not  only  a  bright 
and  an  affecting  example  of  submission  to  the  will  of 
God,  but,  in  the  circumstances  attending  it,  motives  of  a 
peculiar  character,  persuading  you  to  the  exercise  of  the 
same  Christian  grace. 

In  the  death  which  we  have  been  led  to  contemplate, 
the  youth  of  this  congregation  have  a  new  call  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  their  God.  One  with  whom  they  were 
well  acquainted,  whom  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
meet  in  the  sanctuary,  and  at  the  Sabbath  school,  has 
left  the  world,  and  gone  to  her  eternal  home.  And  as 
she  passed  away,  she  left  not  only  a  strong  manifesta- 
tion of  her  own  love  to  Christ,  and  the  consolation 
which  this  imparts  to  the  dying  Christian,  but  an 
earnest  entreaty  to  all  her  friends  immediately  to  secure 
for  themselves  an  interest  in  the  same  blessed  Saviour, 
who  was  so  precious  to  her  soul.  You  may  soon  be 
called  to  follow  her.  This  may  be  the  last  solemn 
warning  you  will  ever  receive.  "Behold,  now  is  the 
accepted  time ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 


